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Newsletter  No.  34 
July,  1977 


The  Pall  meeting  of  the  Music  Library  Association  /  New  England  Chapter 
will  be  held  at  Bowdoin  College  on  October  2,  1977. 

The  Spring  meeting  of  the  Music  Library  Association  /  New  England 

Chapter  was  held  at  Welle sley  College  on  April  23rd,  1977.  Attending 

were: 

Mary  Ankudowich,  Smith  College;  Jeannine  Ayotte,  New  England 

Conservatory;  Dorothy  Bognar,  University  of  Connecticut; 

Eileen  Borland;  Laura  Bottoms,  Soraerville  Public  Library; 

Patricia  Brennan;  Kathryn  Burnett,  Smith  College;  Philip 

Conley,  Simmons  College;  Robert  Cunningham,  Smith  College; 

Lorraine  DiSimone,  University  of  Connecticut;  Robert  Evensen, 

Brandeis  University;  Nancy  M.  Porte,  New  England  Conservatory 

of  Music;  Edith  Godel,  Western  Connecticut  State  College; 

Brenda  Chasen  Goldman,  Tufts  University;  Francis  L.  Gramenz, 

Boston  University;  Reina  Paananen  Hart,  University  of  New 

Hampshire;  Georgianna  LaRosee,  Milton  Public  Library; 

Mary  Lou  Little,  Harvard  University;  Robert  L.  Loud,  Hudson 

Public  Library;  Priscilla  H.  McCarty,  Bowdoin  College; 

Janet  Male,  Fitchburge  Public  Library;  Jean  Morrow,  New  England 

Conservatory;  Larry  G.  Mowers,  Harvard  University;  Diane  Ota, 

Boston  Public  Library;  Cynthia  Pawlek,  Dartmouth  College; 

Vivian  A.  Rosenberg,  Northeastern  University;  Joseph  W.  Scott, 

University  of  Connecticut;  Helen  W.  Slotkin,  M.I.T.; 

John  Voight,  Berklee  School  of  Music;  Ann  H.  Stephens,  Brandeis 

University;  Philip  Youngholm,  Connecticut  College;  Barbara 

Wolff:,  William  McClennen,  University  of  Illinois;  Dena  M.  Janson, 
Rhode  Island  College. 
The  Spring  meeting  began  with  the  business  meeting. 

1.  The  following  corrections  were  made  to  the  minutes  of  the 
Fall  meeting:  Dorothy  Bognar  did  not  attend;  Mary 
Ankudowich' s  name  was  spelled  wrong;  and  Robert  Evensen 
introduced  Richard  Sweeney  Halsey. 

2.  Dena  M.  Janson  reported  that  excluding  income  from  the 
spring  meeting  the  Chapter  had  a  bank  balance  of*203.00. 

3-  Robert  Cunningham  gave  the  following  report  on  MLA  meeting 
in  Nashville? 

Highlights  were: 

1.  The  opportunity  to  talk  with  colleagues. 

2.  The  program  included  formal  presentations  on: 

a.  "American  music  and  the  Bicentennial"  which 
included  a  description  of  the  "Recorded  Anthology 
of  American  Music"  which  we  are  all  receiving. 

b.  "Women's  Studies  in  Music:  The  Perspective  and 
Resources  of  a  New  Field."  Current  research  and 
projects. 

c.  "Writing  the  History  of  Country  Music." 


V 


J.  Less  formal  presentations  were: 

a.  Open  forum:  discussion  of  a  music-in-print  project. 

b.  Open  meeting  of  the  Cataloging  and  Classification 
Committee:  Discussion  with  Fred  Bindman  and  staff 
of  the  Library  of  Congress  music  catalogers.  (The 
announcement  of  "To  1800"  being  dropped  in  LC 
subject  headings  brought  excited  applause) 

4.  Tours  included: 

a.  Country  Music  Hall  of  Fame,  Museum,  and  Library. 

b.  RCA  recording  studio  with  words  of  welcome  from  one 
of  its  vice  presidents,  Chet  Atkins. 

5.  Social  Events: 

a.  A  grand  cocktail  party  at  the  lush  Broadcast  Music, 
inc.  offices. 

b.  MLA  Banquet. 

6.  Musical  Events: 

A  four-hour  show  at  Grand  01 e  Opry. 

We  all  left  Nashville  with  a  closer  understanding  of  its  country  music 
scene  and  with  a  fuller  knowledge  of  music  librarianship  because  of 
what  we  experienced  during  the  week.  I  encourage  all  of  you  to  attend 
the  Boston  MLA  meeting  in  the  winter  of  1978. 

4.  Robert  Cunningham  reported  on  the  Cataloging  workshops.  At 
the  fall  meeting,  the  Chapter  voted  to  have  Chapter  approval 
of  cataloging  workshops.  A  workshop  will  be  held  on  May  7th 
at  the  Pittsfield  Athenaeum.  Robert  Loud,  Sally  Evans  and 
Robert  Cunningham  will  be  on  the  panel.  All  interested 
persons  are  welcome. 

5.  Mary  Lou  Little  -  OCLC  Users'  Groups  are  being  formed  to 
facilitate  communication  with  OCLC.  It  is  planned  that  the 
Users'  Groups  will  meet  annually  at  MLA  meetings.  For  more 
information  contact:  Leonore  Coral,  Mills  Music  Library, 
University  of  Wisconsin,  728  State  Street,  Madison, 
Wisconsin  53706.  NELINET  will  put  out  special  reports  on 
the  music  format. 

6.  Joe  Scott  -  The  5th  ed.  of  the  Directory  of  Music  Libraries 
in  New  England.  The  Directory  is  in  a  new,  smaller  format 
and  has  58  entries.  At  the  executive  board  meeting  held 
April  15  it  was  decided  that  the  cost  will  be  as  follows: 

•^2.00  for  members, -^5.00  for  non-members.  The  membership  did 
not  object  to  the  cost.  Mary  Ankudowich  voiced  the  opinion 
that  the  high  cost  of  dues  is  self-defeating  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  lower  dues  and  charge  more  for  the 
Directory.  Mary  Lou  Little  said  that  dues  can  not  be  changed 
without  prior  notice.  The  New  England  Chapter  has  the 
highest  Chapter  dues  in  the  country.  We  should  lower  our 
dues  and  raise  our  registration  fees.  Robert  Evensen  said 
that  Dena  Epstein  feels  that  the  chapters  should  raise  their 
dues.  The  discussion  on  chapter  dues  was  tabled.  The 
Directory  was  accepted. 


7.  Elections.   The  Nominating  Committee  submitted  the  following 
slate:  for  Chairman  -  Robert  Evensen,  Brandeis  University, 
Francis  Gramenz,  Boston  University;  for  Vice  Chairman  - 
Laura  Scarlett,  Somerville  Public  Library,  Joseph  Scott, 
University  of  Connecticut;  for  Secretary  Treasurer  - 

Kathleen  Moretto,  Yale  University,  Philip  Youngholm,  Connecticut 
College;  and  for  Member-at-Large  -  Reina  Hart,  University  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Kenneth  Pristash,  New  England  Conservatory 
of  Music.  There  were  no  nominations  from  the  floor..  Ballots 
were  distributed  to  paid-up  members.   Nancy  Forte  announced 
the  election  results:   Chairman  -  Robert  Evensen,  Vice 
Chairman  -  Joseph  Scott,  Secretary/Treasurer  -  Philip 
Youngholm,  Member-at-Large  -  Reina  Hart. 

8.  Announcements.   Places  are  needed  for  future  chapter  meetings. 
National  MLA  and  ACRL  will  hold  meetings  in  Boston  in  1978. 
The  new  copyright  law  goes  into  effect  January  1,  1978. 

The  Business  meeting  adjourned  for  tours  of  the  Wellesley  College  Music, 
Art,  Science  and  Main  libraries  and  a  buffet  lunch  at  the  Wellesley 
College  Club. 

After  lunch,  lectures  were  given  on  Early  Instruments. 

Robert  Evensen  introduced  Mr.  Carl  Fudge  who  spoke  on  the  Preservation 
and  restoration  of  early  musical  instruments  and  the  recent  acquisition 
by  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  of  the  Edmund  Ripon  Collection.   In 
order  to  conserve  an  early  instrument  you  must  have  a  reasonably  clear 
idea  of  the  intent  of  the  original  builder  and  leave  the  instrument  as 
it  originally  was.  A  restored  instrument  is  rebuilt.  Because  wood 
expands  with  moisture  and  contracts  with  heat,  it  is  desirable  to 
have  stable  temperature  and  humidity  year-round.  Another  problem 
for  old  wooden  instruments  is  woodworm.  Woodworms  that  appear  to  be 
dead  in  old  European  instruments  may  revive  under  proper  conditions  in 
the  United  States.  This  has  happened  with  the  Ripon  Collection. 

The  collection  at  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  is  a  working  collection; 
many  of  its  instruments  are  in  playing  condition.  The  collection  is 
accessible  to  students  and  scholars. 

Restoration  of  early  instruments  may  be  cosmetic  (the  surface  is  cleaned 
and  visual  repairs  are  made)  or  musical  (the  instrument  is  made  playable 
again).   In  musical  restoration  structural  repairs  must  be  made  to 
last  a  reasonable  length  of  time.  The  amount  of  work  necessary  can  not 
be  determined  until  work  actually  begins  on  a  piece  and  then  it  must 
be  decided  how  much  of  the  original  should  be  preserved  and  how  much 
replaced.   It  is  possible  that  the  instrument  could  be  destroyed  through 
bad  work  or  ignorance.  It  is  important  for  historical  purposes  to 
photographically  document  the  restoration,  showing  the  original  instrument, 
the  process  of  restoration  and  the  work  done. 

The  Ripon  Collection  consists  of  22  baroque  and  classical  instruments  - 
3  stringed,  9  wind,  and  10  keyboard  plus  a  fine  library.  One-half  of 
the  instruments  are  in  playable  condition,  the  rest  are  restorable. 
Its  acquisition  makes  the  BMFA  s  collection  a  major  collection. 


Mr.  Fudge  then  showed  slides  of  early  musical  instruments. 

Mr.  Owen  H.  Jander  then  spoke  on  the  History  of  the  revival  of  the 
piano-forte.  The  revival  (building  and  playing  of replica  instruments) 
began  in  Europe  20-25  years  ago  and  in  the  U.S.  10  years  ago.  In  the 
United  States  there  has  been  significant  activity  on  the  part  of  Philip 
Belt  (builder  of  replica  pianos):  Prank  Hubbard  (clavichords  and  forte- 
pianos),  Luise  Vosgerchian  (music  theory),  Michael  Steinberg  (music 
critic  at  the  Boston  Globe,  first  critic  to  write  on  the  piano- forte 
revival)  and  Malcolm  Bilson  (pianist) 

A  recital  of  Music  for  Voice  and  Portepiano  by  Franz  Joseph  Haydn  was 
given  by  Anne  Dhu  Shapiro  and  Hazel  O'Donnell. 

The  Spring  meeting  concluded  with  a  Sherry  hour,  hosted  by  the 
Department  of  Music,  Wellesley  College. 
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